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The Church of the Holy Name of Jesus is pleased to have
participated as part of the Diocese of Bridgeport in the Synod
on Synodality, which opened October 17, 2021. In
preparation for the opening, Pastor Albert Pinciaro of Holy
Name named representatives to form a Synod Team. Having
completed its work, the Team is submitting its Final Report.
Church of the Holy Name of Jesus, located in Stratford, Ct., is a welcoming parish. Of the
approximately 200 families who regularly attend mass, about sixty parishioners participated in
the Synod.
Trends
To help make use of their voices, the Team has identified twelve trends in what we heard:
1. A belief that being a Catholic means living the faith 24/7/365, not only during mass, and
requires involvement with others, both the Community of Faith and the general
community
2. Backing for Pope Francis as a role model and for his leadership
3. Worry about the Church’s future
4. Participants were against a return to pre-Vatican II, with one calling for a "Vatican III" to
deal with our changing world
5. A dislike for "Thou Shalt Not" and "Angry God" messaging and a desire for more
"wonders" of the Faith
6. Concern about how welcoming the Church/our parish actually is
7. Puzzlement about how to attract/keep youth/youngsters to the faith
8. A desire for an expanded role for women
9. A desire for an expanded role for Deacons
10. Concerns about Sacraments (e.g., changes regarding divorce; reconciliation questions)
11. Allow married priests/ female priests
12. Desire for Bible Study and study to learn Catholic Traditions
For each trend, specific responses are shown in the following pages. Parish-centric responses
and suggestions are not included in Trends, and have been either implemented, or considered.
Although a question was raised about sexual scandals in the Church, parishioners presented a
moderated attitude: the pain of the abuse still hurts and lingers, but the Diocese is doing more
to ensure it never happens again. The topic was raised only once in responses except in answer
to the specific question.
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While trends are important, value also was heard in unique voices, such as:








"Here's a problem many of us have: an urge to do something to help the community,
but we just don't know how to start, structure it, or make it happen. If people only
knew of common services of interest, they would work together. But how do you
know? We could use at the Diocesan level some sort of "central clearing house" that
matches "doers" to what's need and what funding is available."
"Since the 1980's, there are reports of the Blessed Mother's appearance. I would ask
the Pope to declare the apparitions real or not once and for all. These apparitions can
be very important in people's lives."
"When we look at research, we find it's not children that bring people into the Church,
but fathers. Men are really a key to rebuilding the Church."
"I also would tell the Pope that we must make sure that anyone who comes through our
Church doors is warmly welcomed. Remember, Mother Mary looks like the people she is
Appearing to. We have that lovely Guadalupe shrine (at Holy Name). But can we also
have shrines to Our Lady of La Vang and Kibeho? Or have an image of an Aramaic
Lord/Holy Family?"
"The financial foundation of churches must change from being Parish-based to being
Diocesan-based. Catholicism promises to treat everyone the same at mass no matter
where you happen to worship in the world. In the patchwork of prosperity and poverty
in the Diocese of Bridgeport, one parish can afford a $10 million renovation of an
already beautiful campus while only a few miles away in the next town, a parish
struggles and lacks running hot water in a vestibule bathroom. One should not be
penalized to worship in deteriorating conditions just because one lives in or is born in an
economically challenged community."

The above are only examples of many individual insights and original perspectives. All
responses are shown in the Appendix.
Methodology
While fully supporting the Synod, Father Bert gave the Team freedom to find ways to "discern
and share thoughts and wisdom on where the Church should go and how it should respond to
the needs of our times, remaining open to the surprises that the Spirit will certainly prepare for
us along the way."
Starting in November 2021, the Team reached out to the parish through e-mails, Flyers inserted
in the weekly parish bulletins, messages in the Bulletin body text, a Synod area on the parish
website, a physical box dedicated to collecting written responses in the church vestibule, Team
members personally standing to greet parishioners after masses, posters, and calls for support
from the pulpit (both by Father Bert and the team).
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To plant seeds for the Synod, the Team raised six questions in accordance with Synod materials
(Synod Preparatory Document, Vademecum, Synod websites, etc.). Parishioners also could
respond with anything they wished to share.
Two listening sessions were subsequently held (based on Process for Facilitating Synodal
Sessions): the first was one-on-ones following a mass, the other a table format on a Saturday
afternoon led by Deacon Stephen J. Hodson of St. Luke Church.
Finally, youth was involved through our Faith Formation program.
Our Synod Team
The Synod Team consisted of eight parishioners supported by three members of the parish staff
and Reverend Albert Pinciaro (Father Bert) . The team was diverse in composition: 5 women, 3
men; racially mixed with Haitian, Black, Pilipino, and White members; three long-time
parishioners, five relatively new parishioners; aged late-twenties to early eighties. During its
tenure, members endured personal illnesses (Covid, a heart attack, other health issues both to
team members and family), loss of a loved one, demands of employment and education, family
responsibilities, and the joy of a baptism. Rather than anyone asking off the team while facing
these challenges, everyone felt blessed to participate, to spiritually grow, to know one another,
to feel fully supported by one another and parish leadership, and to serve the Church of the
Holy Name of Jesus, the Diocese of Bridgeport, and the Catholic Church.
Respectfully submitted,
Joanne Dimenno-Gallagher (jmdimenno@yahoo.com)
Sharlee Dimenno (jodime2@aol.com)
Mark Julius Egar (markjuliusegar@rocketmail.com)
Margaret Hudak (margarethudak79@gmail.com)
Katia Lafontant (klafontant07@gmail.com)
Hezron Maynard (hezzie174@gmail.com)
Margo Zboray (margo.zboray@snet.net)
Richard Zboray (richard.zboray@snet.net)
Parish Leadership Members
Father Albert Pinciaro (frPinciaro@hnojchurch.org)
Deacon Dan O'Conner (dan@simulations-plus.com)
Maryjean daSilva (mdasilva@hnojchurch.org)
Sue Scanlon (sueh@hnojchurch.org)
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TRENDS
1. A belief that being a Catholic means living the faith 24/7/365, not only during mass, and
requires involvement with others, both the Community of Faith and the general community
"I would ask Pope Francis 'What can be the Church’s strategy to see each of us as mind, body,
soul?' We need to be conscious of our souls throughout the week, not just Sunday during mass.
We need to become a true church community: how can we as people BE CHURCH? I need to fill
my spirit and that's done through connection and relationship at Church/ with the Church
community."
"It is important that we "become Church". That is, being part of the Church should be as much a
part of our daily life as eating, working, and sleeping."
“By regularly attending liturgy we are better able to internalize the teaching of Jesus to be more
like him. By being in parish life we all can travel that road together”
"All members need to live/lead by Example as proclaimed in the familiar hymn, 'they will know
we are Christians by our love.'"
"The Spirit invites us to:
- Worship together
- Pray together
- Share our experiences of grace & God’s love
- Deepen our personal prayer life
- Relax together
- Learn together

-

Enjoy each other
Take care of each other’s needs
Listen to one another
Be gentle with ourselves and with each other
Become channels of God’s grace"

"I also would say that we, the people, need to become Church, but for many, Church is a run in,
run out thing. If we are told to love one another, but don’t bother to talk to one another, how
can we love? We need to focus on communication and connection."
"Today, as we sit these tables, this is how we grow together and journey together. Gathering.
Small groups and faith conversations versus sliding in and out of church. We are all called to
connect with Christ."
2. Backing for Pope Francis as a role model and for his leadership
"If I could talk to Pope Francis I would tell him to continue what he's doing, leading his
flock with gentleness, love, caring about the poor, the hungry, the marginalized, the sick.
Pope Francis teaches, as Jesus did, not to condemn or judge the sinner but the sin. Jesus
said the first will be last and the last first."
"There is a schism in the Catholic Church between those who support Vatican II with the
Mass in English and those who want to go back to a more traditional Latin Mass. Pope
Francis should be applauded for addressing this. He is reaching out to the poor, the
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marginalized and trying to heal the schism in the church. He is trying to keep us
committed to Vatican II."
"First I would hug him (Pope Francis) because he's cute and courageous."
"Pope Francis is somebody I can relate to and I would tell him how overwhelmed I was
when he became Pope."
"If I had an audience with Pope Francis, I would first pick myself off the floor for being in
his presence."
In the second Listening Session open discussion, all at a table Praised Pope Francis for his
work with young people, especially the World Youth Day program.
In the open discussion, all at the table Believe Pope Francis is greatly concerned with
healing, meeting the needs of the poor, the suffering, and the downtrodden. Pope Francis
exemplifies love and mercy.
"To Pope Francis- Great Job, Keep fighting!"
"I'm grateful there is someone out there who cares for everyone and that we have such a
great leader, teaching us to be kind to others. In this world I live in I feel like we have so
many rude people so I'm glad there is someone like you."
3. Worry about the Church’s future.
"The decline in the number of people attending Mass, especially the young, is worrisome."
"There is a schism in the Catholic Church between those who support Vatican II with the Mass
in English and those who want to go back to a more traditional Latin Mass.... I am worried that
a return to traditional practices will result in losing parishioners. The people are the Body of
Christ. The liturgy should be accessible to the common man. Young seminarians today are
being taught the older ways. My fear is that the beauty of people worshiping together is being
discarded."
"I have a concern for the future of the church because kids are disconnected from it."
"I would ask him (the Pope) for his thoughts on the widening split between those that want a
return to Pre-Vatican II and those who endorse Vatican II."
4. Participants were against a return to pre-Vatican II, with one calling for "Vatican III" to deal
with our changing world.
"I don't believe we should go back to the pre-Vatican II era because the Church depicted God as
fire-breathing, rigid, to be feared, damning all sinners. It was a time of keeping sin in a dark
closet. Vatican II changed God's image into a loving heavenly Father who gives us unending
love, mercy, and forgiveness."
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"The Catholic Church must decide, once and for all, if it will honor Vatican II. This indecision is
causing unnecessary division within the Church. Before such a decision is made, the Church
should share the promises of Vatican II. For example, Vatican II asserted mass should be said in
the local language, not Latin, and the railing between priest at the altar and parishioners in
pews removed. Until a decision is reached, parishes that violate Vatican II should be called out
and stopped."
"No Latin. Don't re-introduce Latin masses."
" We need to move forward. Vatican II is gone. We can’t go back to it. We need to have a
Vatican III, another gathering of the Universal Church to discuss next steps in order to keep
moving forward in our changing world."
"I recognize the Pope is growing old and I would ask what guidance he can offer his successor. I
worry about the fissure between those who want to return to the Pre-Vatican II days and those
who want Vatican II fully implemented."
5. A dislike for "Thou Shalt Not" and "Angry God" messages and a desire for more "wonders"
of the Faith
“I would love sermons on this… but not fire and brimstone and gays go to hell; relevant
personal growth stuff.”
"Sermons about the Commandments should not be a list of "Thou shall not", but should explain
the commandments, tell why certain things are wrong and why."
"I don't believe we should go back to the pre-Vatican II era because the Church depicted God as
fire-breathing, rigid, to be feared, damning all sinners."
"I’d like to see the church helping people to become aware of God’s love in our lives, with less
focus on sinfulness and our failings."
"I would ask him (the Pope) to have priests focus more on the happiness our Faith offers than
always coming back to the suffering and sorrow. There's magic in our Faith we don't talk about.
We can ask the Holy Spirit for guidance with a problem before we go to sleep and in the
morning, when we awake, He's given us the answer. Why don't we talk more about things like
that and happiness our faith offers?"
6. Concern about how welcoming the Church/our parish is
(The following are two typical response about the welcoming nature of the parish:)
"I love the Church. It makes me happy. I feel like I belong." (From a youth in Faith Formation)
"Continue to promote & nurture the warm & welcoming community that is evidenced through
the welcoming leadership & pastoral care of Fr. Bert and the joyful service of Deacon Dan,
joyful music ministry directed by Sue Scanlon, well-prepared readers and Eucharistic Ministers,
effective ushers, very effective greeter team and the buildings & grounds crew. I am new to the
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parish and have felt so welcomed by the greeters and Maryjean on Sunday mornings. The warm
smiles and friendly atmosphere in the vestibule are infectious. Music ministry is very welcoming
and inclusive. Antiphonal reading of the psalm draws everyone in as does the praying of “Lord,
hear our prayer” in several languages. Collaborative ministry model is evident and that, in itself,
is invitational & welcoming. Liturgy is beautiful and there is a sense of pride and love for the
parish among the parishioners. People here are happy to be here. Friendly atmosphere
pervades. Concern and care for the poor among us is paramount in this parish."
(However, the following response from a youth in Faith Formation caused concern):
"I love when we do the (Sign of) Peace and we all hug and it makes me happy because I get to
see everyone smile. Sometimes I feel like the odd one out because of my race and color but
know, I feel a part of it now."
(Below are suggestions for a welcoming environment and concerns about the Church.)
“We can promote active participation by being more inclusive, making parishioners feel like
they are a part of the parish community, have more and invite parishioners to be involved in
church life, faith formation, the guild and men's group.”
“Welcoming community. Nametags. Socialization opportunities."
“Reach out to people- check the Parish registry and write and call to make sure that people
have the support and connections that they need.”
"Another parishioner noted that our parish community was becoming more diverse and
suggested offering services in other languages like Spanish that might draw more people to
church."
"If we see one another as God's children, racism wouldn't be an issue. I know that's not
as easy as it sounds because we've been conditioned to see one another differently. We
need to see in new ways, truly Christian ways. That's going to take time, but I believe it's
possible."
"The Catholic Church should welcome all, a place where everybody is welcome regardless
of background, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age. Holy Name is generally a
welcoming parish, but still not universally welcoming to all. The church should support
different family structures."
"I would ask the Pope to talk to leaders of countries around the world and ask them to
promote more equality, especially among races. There is so much terrible suffering
leaders should be addressing. They should change the game so we can all lead abundant
lives. As to race, if we get cut, we all bleed the same color blood. Jesus came as a poor
person who proved himself and gave us a model of living so we, too, can rise, and teach
and live humbly, accepting all, living the Bible not just talking it, and seeing everyone as
equal."
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"We need to see one another as Children of God and make sure that everyone feels loved
and accepted, including the LBGTQ community."
"We need to move to more of a “Brady Bunch” community, where we all come from
different places but come together. We need to be inclusive."
"I also would tell the Pope if people are gay or engage in premarital sex, it's none of our
business. 'Judge not, lest ye yourself be judged.' God doesn’t make mistakes so let
people be themselves. I can’t help but think that Christ knew about homosexuality and
trans people and said nothing about condemning them. Jesus loved all of the people his
culture said not to love. And He supported them and told parables showing that they
were also worthy of the Kingdom of Heaven while hypocritical temple elders might not
be. I also would tell the Pope that we must make sure that anyone who comes through
our Church doors is warmly welcomed. Remember, Mother Mary looks like the people
she is Appearing to. We have that lovely Guadalupe shrine (at Holy Name). But can we
also have shrines to Our Lady of La Vang and Kibeho? Or have an image of an Aramaic
Lord/Holy Family?"
7. Puzzlement about how to attract/keep youth/youngsters to the faith
"My own children left the Church after they made their Confirmations or when they graduated
from school. Are the Catholic Church's rules and regulations too rigid for the young? The
secular world we live in is a big challenge for the Church."
"I would like to ask Pope Francis, “How can we get youth more involved in coming to church?”
"As a grandmother, I would ask what he advises us as a parish to do to encourage children to
come to church. I don't see many kids coming, and when they do, they leave when their
sacraments are finished. I tried and my own children walked away."
"How can we bring young people back to church? My grandson didn't make his confirmation,
having been told by clergy that he could be confirmed when he is ready."
"All at the table supported a children's ministry to build a bridge to youth."
8. A desire for an expanded role for women
"Our Diocese needs to embrace everyone. That's particularly true in leadership. Women's
thinking and views need to be reflected, not only those of men. We need to be inclusive of
everyone, no matter gender orientation. That inclusiveness should also be reflected in who
works for and represents the church at all levels, parish, diocese, and higher. The Church needs
to practice what it preaches and show diversity in our offices and schools."
"I would like to see a more welcoming approach, more inclusivity, women involved in
leadership and decision-making positions."
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"I would talk with Pope Francis about the shortage of priests and explore possibilities.... I also
would discuss a more active role of women in the church."
"As a woman, I would like a greater role for women in the church. Growing up, I always wanted
to be a deacon and priest. I don't know why we can't be deacons. Putting women in
administrative roles could free up priests to do more to minister to those in need."
"I agree that women should be priests, and what about married priests."
"I'd ask the Pope why women can't be priests or deacons. There is a shortage of both."
"I would talk to the Pope about the lack of priests and celibacy. Some men leave seminary to
marry. A partner can help you become who you are called to be and grow in Christ. And why
not allow female deacons since married men can serve as deacons?"
9. A desire for an expanded role for Deacons
"The Church needs to change. For example, there is a serious shortage of priests. We need to
fill the gap, maybe with more deacons, and get more people involved in the church."
"I would talk with Pope Francis about the shortage of priests and explore possibilities: married
priests and more deacons with an emphasis on attracting younger ones."
"Why can't a deacon anoint someone? A priest isn't always available when a person is dying, so
why isn't a deacon allowed to perform the rite?"
10. Concerns about Sacraments (e.g., changes regarding divorce; reconciliation questions)
"Changes have to be made concerning divorce."
"The church should make it easier for divorced Catholics to get married: The tribunal process is
difficult…people are prevented from joining/participating. It should be more inclusive."
"I think we need to change the Sacrament of Penance. Children are frightened when they go to
Confession. Jesus never asked for a laundry list from people. Many people who are suffering
from a malady of scrupulosity or rigid conscience have a difficult time going to confession,
whether they were in the right, rigid rules. This is not what Jesus wanted."
"I'm also concerned about divorce in the Catholic Church, and I would encourage the Pope to
change the rules so divorced Catholics can be a part of the Catholic Church."
"I'd ask the Pope why Confession is mandatory."
Some at the table added that the Catholic Church is too rigid with rules and regulations.

11. Allow married priests/ female priests
"Allow married priests. Allow women priests. There won’t be a church to talk about or try to
improve if we have no priests and we’re seeing fewer and fewer men joining the priesthood.”
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"I would suggest that the Church should allow priests to marry."
"I would talk to the Pope about the lack of priests and celibacy. Some men leave seminary to
marry. A partner can help you become who you are called to be and grow in Christ."
"I agree that women should be priests, and what about married priests. Some men today come
into the priesthood as converts already married or after the death of their spouse. They're good
priests."
"I definitely agree that married priests seems like a no-brainer since Rabbis and Ministers are
married, as well as Orthodox Priests. There could be a mix of celibate and married priests
assigned for different duties in each region. Finally, I like the idea of female deacons, especially
since we have had female Eucharistic ministers for so long now."
"Consider marriage for priests and women religious."
12. Desire for Bible Study and study to learn Catholic Traditions
"Perhaps we can start a Bible Study including high school, college and parents."
"In the past 50 years, with the development of various media and discoveries in science, there
are sins now that were not even thought of 50 years ago. We need an update."
"We should encourage Bible study in the family and at home."
"Having a Bible Study would be helpful and offer comfort to those who are suffering in some
way or who simply want to understand the Bible better and God's word."
"People don't understand our liturgy or our faith. It's beautiful and full of meaning."
In the second Listening Session open discussion, all at a table said they would like to have a
Bible Study to really study God's word and grow closer to God.
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APPENDIX: All Parishioner Responses
QUESTION 1: What does it mean to be on a faith journey together?
“To open my heart and mind and allow myself to be able to listen, learn, and
become a better Christian.”
“To pray for one another and to share discussion about Catholicism in history and society. To
perform acts of service together and offer support in whatever ways we can.”
“The Faith Journey is fulfillment of our Baptism. We get to realize we are on this journey with
Christ as much as we surrender our will and allow Him.”
“Feels great to come back to church. I want to see us grow together in faith and happiness. Life
goes by fast and we need to pass the word of the lord as a family.”
“To journey together we need to be a community and we can’t be a faith family if nobody
knows each other. Nametags? Reasons to socialize? We can say prayers for and with the
homebound and our families.”
"To experience together a deepening awareness of God’s presence in our midst – in our
everyday lives and daily prayer, in our Sunday worship, in our mission and service, in our
outreach to/acceptance of any person or persons “on the margins.” To grow together in our
understanding & living out of the New Commandment: “love one another as I have loved you.”
(John 13:34) To embrace the Truth of “both/and” – “everything belongs” – “non-dual”
thinking/living. To embrace Vatican 2's proclamation of the Order of the Faithful – all are equal
– top-down structure cannot exist. To become conversant with the Gospels and the Tradition
that flows from them. To affirm the reality that there is nothing I can do to increase God’s love
for me because this love is unconditional, wide and deep from the moment God created me."
QUESTION 2: How are life decisions informed by the Church?
“By regularly attending liturgy we are better able to internalize the teaching of Jesus to be more
like him. By being in parish life we all can travel that road together”
“To live our life by the 10 commandments, I use my faith and prayers to get me through difficult
times. We have to be responsible for our own actions.”
“Do you mean like fasting before Mass dictates when I eat breakfast? or like only dating other
Catholics?”
“I would love sermons on this… but not fire and brimstone and gays go to hell; relevant
personal growth stuff.”
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"First and foremost, all members of the Church need to accept/believe that they are loved by
God beyond all measure & unconditionally. Second: all members need to live/lead by Example
as proclaimed in the familiar hymn, 'they will know we are Christians by our love.' Third: all
members need to become people of prayer, offering praise and gratitude to God. Fourth: all
members need to be familiar with and ideally have a working knowledge of the principals of
Catholic Social Justice Teaching. Fifth: all members must be intentionally formed in the process
of making moral decisions."
"Decisions such as masking and the temporary canceling of Masses/social distancing were
formed by secular authorities that in turn were echoed by our diocese."
QUESTION 3: How do we promote active participation of all the faithful in the liturgy and
parish activities?
“We can promote active participation by being more inclusive, making parishioners feel like
they are a part of the parish community, have more and invite parishioners to be involved in
church life, faith formation, the guild and men's group.”
“Welcoming community. Nametags. Socialization opportunities. Relevant homilies and ways to
pray as a group- there are some great ideas for prayer services now but never at a time I can
come. How about you survey what times work for people before planning services?”
“Alternate who Serves on that Sunday- Example ushers- 4 for Communion, 8 to Collect Money
one set does the Communion the other does the collection of the Money- for 4oclock Mass
then 7:30 + 10 AM Mass . so all can take part in the masses they attend contacting those to
serve through their Emails –“
(Two groups could be used in each Mass or Ushers could rotate as Readers, Altar servers, etc.)"
“Reach out to people- check the Parish registry and write and call to make sure that people
have the support and connections that they need.”
"Keep doing what you are doing in the loving manner in which you are doing it. Then expand.
Continue to promote & nurture the warm & welcoming community that is evidenced through
the welcoming leadership & pastoral care of Fr. Bert and the joyful service of Deacon Dan,
joyful music ministry directed by Sue Scanlon, well-prepared readers and Eucharistic Ministers,
effective ushers, very effective greeter team and the buildings & grounds crew. I am new to the
parish and have felt so welcomed by the greeters and Maryjean on Sunday mornings. The warm
smiles and friendly atmosphere in the vestibule are infectious. Music ministry is very welcoming
and inclusive. Antiphonal reading of the psalm draws everyone in as does the praying of “Lord,
hear our prayer” in several languages. Collaborative ministry model is evident and that in itself
is invitational & welcoming. Liturgy is beautiful and there is a sense of pride and love for the
parish among the parishioners. People here are happy to be here. Friendly atmosphere
pervades. Concern and care for the poor among us is paramount in this parish.
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Also, we can:
 Encourage personal and communal prayer and providing for same
 Give an open invitation to everyone to serve in some capacity
 Give people an open invitation to share their faith or questions/concerns about faith
and provide a suitable ‘vehicle’
 Build effective communication via many platforms – young people could be invited to
share what platforms they prefer and they could establish a simple way to reach out to
other teens in parish
 Continue our outreach activities
 Stay in touch (somehow) with all parishioners
 Showcase multicultural gifts
 Encouraging flexibility & inclusivity (Fr. Bert has modeled this through example: several
weeks ago when he announced that we would continue to enter and exit through the
main doors because he delighted in the “community” he witnessed taking shape in the
vestibule; he also invited those for whom this would be physically difficult to contact
him and he assured them that their need would be heard and provided for.)
“With the advanced age and health issues of many of our parishioners, it's impractical to expect
active participation of all the faithful.”
“Pass out a questionnaire to get input from the people. If you want input you have to ask for it.
Don’t regurgitate the gospel, make it relevant to the issues we’re facing today Allow married
priests. Allow women priests. There won’t be a church to talk about or try to improve if we
have no priests and we’re seeing fewer and fewer men joining the priesthood.”
“By example and invitation.”
QUESTION 4: How can the Church help members to live out their service to society in a
missionary way?
"I love having Baptisms during Mass - you get to know the younger people of the parish. The
youth group was very helpful at the tag sale we had. Also, I like the joining of all crowning the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Perhaps we can start a Bible Study including high school, college and
parents. We personally give what we can to our special missionaries and groups who seem to
need so many things. The church can hold a drive to collect warm coats and winter things for
the needy. We used to have a group that visited the elderly of our parish but I suppose that
stopped due to Covid - but maybe phone calls can be made, especially to those who cannot get
out and are lonely."
QUESTION 5: What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our "journeying
together"?
"The Spirit invites us to:
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-

Worship together
Pray together
Share our experiences of grace & God’s love
Deepen our personal prayer life
Relax together
Learn together

-

Enjoy each other
Take care of each other’s needs
Listen to one another
Be gentle with ourselves and with each other
Become channels of God’s grace"

“Get out of introvert or Covid comfort zone and interact with people in the Church building and
community.”
“Donate and volunteer even if it’s uncomfortable/difficult.”
"I think we need to change the Sacrament of Penance. Children are frightened when they go to
Confession. Jesus never asked for a laundry list from people. Many people who are suffering
from a malady of scrupulosity or rigid conscience have a difficult time going to confession,
whether they were in the right, rigid rules. This is not what Jesus wanted."
QUESTION 6: In the past two decades, the Catholic Church has faced scandals and crises.
Have you or anyone you know been harmed or affected by these crises? What can we do to
make sure this never happens again?
"When sufficient evidence has been presented concerning abuse, the accused should not be
allowed to continue to serve (and possibly continue to abuse) the community. When a
question arises, they should be placed on some other type of duty ("do no harm") until they are
proven innocent of the acts they are accused of. Also, priests in training should receive
education regarding abuse (such as Virtus training) and be pre-screened to make an attempt to
prevent abuse from happening."
The harm happened elsewhere but you were a Holy Name of Jesus Parishioner: "The priest in
question was accused of abuse at another Stratford parish. I was told of the abuse incident that
happened to two children there. The priest was allowed to continue to serve, eventually
serving at Holy Name. He performed my wedding ceremony. To this day I cannot look at those
church photographs, knowing what he did to those children."
"People need to know that such behavior not only severely affects the original victims for life,
but ignoring the behavior allowed it to radiate out into the community, putting a stain on our
Church that never should have happened in the first place."
"I do know of several people. None of these crimes took place at Holy Name of Jesus. Each
incident is deeply tragic. The victim (and family) is changed forever – in one case, a mother
confided in me that her 30 yr old son took his life because of what was done to him as a young
altar server. So deeply sad and tragic."
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"We need to continue to ensure that all victims have their day in court and receive appropriate
financial settlement. We need to continually preach & teach about the sanctity of each person
– to break down the walls of exclusion (“I am better than you…holier than you” etc.) and put an
end to dualistic thinking. In other words, LIVE THE GOSPEL MESSAGE."
"I do not know of anyone who has been harmed or affected by the scandals and crises. Safety
for those in ministries with children, young adults, and anyone, by never to be the only person
while with those served. Consider marriage for priests and women religious."
"We are working hard in our diocese to ensure each person’s safety and to provide continuing
education regarding sexual misconduct, harassment & abuse and to actively promote avenues
for reporting. These protocols must obviously continue. At this point in our history, I believe
that the voices of the laity and especially of our children (in these instances) are listened to and
respected. The Office of Environmental Protection, directed by Erin Neill, is doing a stellar job
and requires our commitment to acknowledgement, constant support and funding. I commend
Erin and her team. I commend Bishop Caggiano for his support, availability and concern.
Updates about this Office in FCC are helpful but perhaps updates and reminders about the
important work of this Office need to be periodically published in parish bulletins and on parish
websites."
"We must continue to pray for the victims and their families. They cannot be forgotten."
GENERAL
"About 50 years ago, we had a mission at Holy Name. The topic was "The Our Father". To this
day, I remember those sermons. They were so basic. It is time that we went back to the basicsthe Eucharist, sermons on the parts of the Mass, The Sacraments, and especially the
Commandments. Sermons about the Commandments should not be a list of "Thou shall not",
but should explain the commandments, tell why certain things are wrong and why. In the past
50 years, with the development of various media and discoveries in science, there are sins now
that were not even thought of 50 years ago. We need an update.
"Also, I think of the time when the phrase "What would Jesus Do?" was popular. I think Jesus
would have told us to keep it simple. Go back to simple language. We have reached a time in
the Church where everything has such a long, involved name, that we abbreviate it, or we use
terms that no one has heard, such as "Synodality". On the other extreme, we are still singing
hymns from the Middle Ages. Keep "Standards", but can we exclude the ones with stilted
English, where the sentence order is so much like a literal translation of a European language?"
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"The Church is too "Top Heavy". With a shortage of priests, why not send some in higher
positions back to the parishes. If there were more priests in the parishes, we would be able to
have more activities that used to be taken on by the priests, like youth groups, groups for
Senior citizens, etc. The members of the parish can help with activities, but it is not the same as
having the priest there to guide the group."
---------------------------------------------------------------------"Changes have to be made concerning divorce."
---------------------------------------------------------------------“I really appreciate how hard Father Bert has had it these last three years but he keeps trying to
make impassioned homilies and help the community. Good for him.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------"The financial foundation of churches must change from being Parish-based to being Diocesanbased. Catholicism promises to treat everyone the same at mass no matter where you happen
to worship in the world. Ideally all masses and the experience of mass are alike. However, in
the patchwork of prosperity and poverty in the Diocese of Bridgeport, one parish can afford a
$10 million renovation of an already beautiful campus while only a few miles away in the next
town, a struggling parish church must close or be "consolidated" with another parish. Instead
of serving the vanity of one wealthy parish, why not charitably preserve all parishes? Until all
parishes in our Dioceses can attain minimal structural and environmental standards, such as
running hot water in a vestibule bathroom, no church should be allowed to rise higher than
others left to crumble and scrap by in the same Dioceses. Strategically, parishes are outposts of
hope in less affluent communities and their continuance is essential for an on-going Catholic
presence. One should not be penalized to worship in deteriorating conditions just because one
lives in or is born in an economically challenged community. The closing of parishes in one of
America's most affluent Dioceses must stop."
"When a parish is closed, any endowment and all monies of that parish are rolled into the
Bishop's account. This is wrong. Monies that were donated, often long ago, were ear-marked
for the local community, and on the closing or consolidation of a parish should be openly
distributed to the community. This can be by outright cash or check to those most in need."
"The Catholic Church must decide, once and for all, if it will honor Vatican II. This indecision is
causing unnecessary division within the Church. Before such a decision is made, the Church
should share the promises of Vatican II. For example, Vatican II asserted mass should be said in
the local language, not Latin, and the railing between priest at the altar and parishioners in
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pews removed. Until a decision is reached, parishes that violate Vatican II should be called out
and stopped."
"The bias of growing individual parishes should give way to a town-wide effort to grow our
Catholic Faith. Stratford has five parishes and numbers in each are low for most parish
activities. Why not have, for example, a Stratford Men's Group that can afford speakers and
provide experiences, with meetings that rotate among parishes?"
"While the possibility of a homosexual subculture within the Catholic Church hierarchy exists,
sex predators--and not homosexuals--should be identified as the source of the sex abuse
scandal in the Church. Not all homosexuals are sex predators, and sex predators include
heterosexuals. To target homosexuals alone will admit to further abuse in the future. Sex
predators must be specifically screened and identified to protect children, adolescents, and
adult men and woman. Yet current Catholic Canon Law codifies homosexuality as the source of
the problem. This must change."
"Seminaries should require courses in parish finances. With fewer priests entering the
vocation, more priests can expect to become a Pastor. They should not run half million dollar
and up parishes with a minimal understanding of parish financial practices. Now this is done by
mentoring but why not make it part of the curriculum?"
---------------------------------------------------------------------(The following two comments are in response to the previous submission)
"May I offer a suggestion? With regard to the Bishop's Appeal, and relating to the above... If an
affluent parish meets and exceeds its goal for the Appeal almost immediately, why can't they
donate their monies received in excess of their goal to a less affluent parish that is struggling to
meet their goal? In the spirit of "What Would Jesus Do?"
"I have read the Synod responses and have some thoughts rather than questions. Firstly I must
say that my feeling after reading the responses was disappointment. The most misguided
response was from the respondent who basically read from the socialist ideology playbook and
put forth the view that the diocese must take from the rich and give to the poor. In this current
society, that may sound like an ideal solution, it certainly follows the ideology of some political
viewpoints but is not practical and similar policies tried by the federal, state and local
governments have met with failure. Simply observe the large cities and towns in the United
States where such policies have been in effect for decades and you will find those cities and
towns in financial ruin and decay. Society and the Catholic Church must provide that all parishes
have the opportunity to succeed based upon the efforts of the priests and parishioners who
take personal responsibility for the success and failure of the parish. To that end, we must also
recognize that Catholic Church attendance is in rapid decline as society has turned away from
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religion. Rarely are there any youths or young adults in attendance at Mass. There simply are
not enough Catholic people remaining to attend and maintain the amount of churches that
were created generations ago. I certainly would not be pleased if my parish had to be closed
due to the inability to maintain the parish financially, but one must be realistic. If we allow the
ideology … “take from the rich parishes and give to the poor parishes” … we take away personal
responsibility and incentive to succeed. The Catholic Church will not survive such an ideology
when applied to the parishes. The Catholic Church has throughout history been a most
generous organization in support of the poor and needy. Those financial donations have come
from all parishes based upon their ability to give. The wealthy parishes have and will continue
to give their fair share. On another note, perhaps it is time to return to pre-Vatican II and again
use the Roman Missal of Pope Pius V and follow the original traditional mass. The Catholic
Church flourished during pre-Vatican II. A good read may be The Problems with the Prayers of
the Modern Mass by Rev. Anthony Cekada. Perhaps some theology related changes are in order
for the Catholic Church to sustain. God Bless.
COMMENTS MADE TO SYNOD TEAM MEMBERS AFTER MASSES
A parishioner suggested that our ushers to show proper respect no longer stand in the
aisle during the "Lamb of God" and following prayers right before Communion. She
wondered whether they could slip into a pew and kneel during those prayers so that they
do not block the view of the altar during that solemn part of the Mass.
Another parishioner noted that our parish was becoming more diverse and suggested
offering services in other languages like Spanish that might draw more people to church.
PARISHIONERS' RESPONSES FROM OUR FIRST LISTENING SESSION
Our first Listening Session was held March 27, 2022 in the church following the 10 a.m.
mass. Three parishioners and six Synod Team Members participated.
"It is important that we "become Church". That is, being part of the Church should be as
much a part of our daily life as eating, working, and sleeping. That doesn't mean that we
should necessarily come to Church every day, but that we should be aware that we are
Church and act accordingly, and take an active part in Church functions whenever we can.
The Church should "Feed our Soul". Father Bert certainly provides plenty of opportunities
for everyone to do something; but it is a two way street and we should respond to at
least some of the suggestions."
"Covid has been a blessing. While it has kept us at a distance, it has also brought us closer
together. People in the parish are now getting to know each other, because of the way
the Church has been set up to keep us safe from Covid. Since we can only come in and
leave through the front doors, and since there are greeters and we are wearing name
tags, people are getting to know one another. No one leaves Mass now before the end
and many even stay after Mass to socialize. Although we have lost some parishioners, we
also have many newcomers."
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"Bringing back parishioners needs to be approached slowly, one person at a time. It will
take time, but we should reach out to individuals, call them and invite them to come
back. We might want to have a committee to call parishioners just to wish them Happy
Birthday from Holy Name Parish. A personal touch. We should try to find activities to
make them want to join in again like doing events outside that would make the neighbors
curious about coming, too, such as an international festival, offering foods from the
various ethnic groups in the parish. We also could have a church tour open to anyone
interested in coming."
"We could make up a flyer to send to all homes in Holy Name's neighborhood inviting our
neighbors to come and see what we offer. We could tell them about activities we are
planning, tell about our church."
"If we see one another as God's children, racism wouldn't be an issue. I know that's not
as easy as it sounds because we've been conditioned to see one another differently. We
need to see in new ways, truly Christian ways. That's going to take time, but I believe it's
possible."
"Our Diocese needs to embrace everyone. That's particularly true in leadership.
Women's thinking and views need to be reflected, not only those of men. We need to be
inclusive of everyone, no matter gender orientation. That inclusiveness should also be
reflected in who works for and represents the church at all levels, parish, diocese, and
higher. The Church needs to practice what it peaches and show diversity in our offices
and schools."
"As Catholics, we need to practice humility. When it comes to religion, we Catholics have
a superior attitude I don't like sometimes."
"I love my Catholic Faith. I love that I can go anywhere in the world, be at Mass, and know
what's happening even if I don't know the local language. Catholicism is universal. I love
that every week, we have communion--unlike Protestants who don't share the host every
Sunday. Weekly communion fills me up, brings me back, renews me. I know God doesn't
fix, but He does renew."
"We should encourage Bible study in the family and at home."
"The sex abuse scandal was handled poorly. Offending priests should never have been
moved from parish to parish, but instead, they should have been sent to jail."
"No Latin. Don't re-introduce Latin masses."
"Priests need to speak in language that resonates with parishioners, as Father Bert does,
in homilies and the like. That spoken word feeds me. I need it to nourish my soul each
week as much as communion."
"If I could talk to Pope Francis I would tell him to continue what he's doing, leading his
flock with gentleness, love, caring about the poor, the hungry, the marginalized, the sick.
Pope Francis teaches, as Jesus did, not to condemn or judge the sinner but the sin. Jesus
said the first will be last and the last first."
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"We need programs people actually want to participate in. A Youth Group, for example,
should talk in a language youth can relate to and address challenges they face."
"Here's a problem: many of us have an urge to do something to help the community, but
we just don't know how to start, structure it, or make it happen. If people only knew of
common services of interest, they would work together. But how do you know? We
could use at the Diocesan level some sort of "central clearing house" that matches
"doers" to what's need and what funding is available."
"The decline in the number of people attending Mass, especially the young, is worrisome.
My own children left the Church after they made their Confirmations or when they
graduated from school. Are the Catholic Church's rules and regulations too rigid for the
young? The secular world we live in is a big challenge for the Church."
"We receive the Holy Spirit at Baptism and Pentecost and learn to listen for the Spirit's
words. I ask the Holy Spirit for the right words before I speak especially in difficult
situations, needing guidance."
"My nephew is a Baptist Pastor who at one time led a youth group and taught
an acronym for the Bible: BASIC INSTRUCTION BEFORE LEAVING EARTH. Another
acronym I learned was for ego: EASES GOD OUT."
"While Bible study is important, it's more than instruction that's needed. We need
to keep God first in our hearts. Let your heart have first place, not your mind or your ego.
Have no ulterior motives."
"I was part of the Prison Ministry at another parish. I enjoyed reading a scripture from the
Bible when I visited with 1 or2 prisoners. Gradually the group grew to 15-20. These men
were eager to start anew. These men had found Jesus and wanted a new beginning.
They wanted to let Jesus be in control, "to let Jesus drive the bus". These prisoners had
found a safe place. The ministry was about doing the right thing and not expecting a
reward or praise. We can ask the question what would Jesus do, what would he say?
Knowing God's word, praying for answers, following Jesus and Keeping it Simple are what
we need to do."
"I think of Jesus walking with his Disciples following him, and hear his words always
teaching, the parables, his patience and I believe we are to follow Jesus."
"Having a Bible Study would be helpful and offer comfort to those who are suffering in
some way or who simply want to understand the Bible better and God's word. I believe
God wants a personal relationship with each of us. Farther Bert's homily's are excellent.
He brings scripture alive and gives understanding to God's word."
"I don't believe we should go back to the pre-Vatican II era because the Church depicted God as
fire-breathing, rigid, to be feared, damning all sinners. It was a time of keeping sin in a dark
closet. Vatican II changed God's image into a loving heavenly Father who gives us unending
love, mercy, and forgiveness. He gave his Beloved Son, Jesus to save us from our
humanness and sin. And Jesus obedient to the Father suffered and died for us."
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(The comments below were received via e-mail after the first Listening Session:)

"I feel compelled to respond to the latest listing of comments on the Synod. I am concerned
that I may present a rather negative view in regard to some of the comments, however, I
believe my views may well be important to consider in light of the rapidly declining church
attendance as well as the general decline of Catholicism and religion.
The one theme that appears from some Synod comments is that there are no solutions. The
general feeling is that the Catholic Religion is too harsh. My grandparents and parents would be
aghast at that view, but of course, they lived their lives in the pre-Vatican II era when the
Catholic Church was “harsh” and flourished.
"One person commented that their children gave up on religion after they received
confirmation and/or after leaving school. The parents were perfectly okay with that fact
evidently because they also thought the Catholic Church was too harsh. What, abstain from
eating meat on Fridays during lent, fasting during lent and advent … oh my goodness! I recall a
comic strip from many, many years ago called Pogo. The cartoonist used Pogo to relate to life
and political issues in a somewhat humorous manner that was in fact, spot on. I recall that the
cartoonist had Pogo say “we have met the enemy and he is us”. How very appropriate in
today’s world.
"Another person indicated that the church should not go back to pre-Vatican II ( a point I made
to consider at a previous writing) implying that the liturgy and rules of the church and church
history from that era were too harsh & rigid and portrayed God as feared and fire breathing. Oh
my goodness again. My formative years as a Catholic growing up were guided by my parents
and grandparents and attending Holy Name of Jesus Church. I NEVER felt nor was I ever told by
any nun in catechism class or by any priest that God was fire breathing and to be feared. I was
taught that God was kind, merciful and forgiving.
"The pre-Vatican II teachings and liturgy of the early church are history and must not be
forgotten as if the history of the church never happened. Change can be good at times but I
believe that Vatican II went a bit too far in removing some liturgy and extensive changes to
other liturgy. The facts are that the Catholic Church has been in decline after Vatican II. I believe
that it had some bearing on the decline of Catholicism but will also say that technology played
and continues to play a part on the continuing decline. Let's see, should I go to mass or say a
prayer or maybe just play games on my iPhone? Whatever happened to purgatory? I suspect
perhaps too harsh a concept. Is hell the next to go?
"One may certainly forget about the history of the church much the same as the history of our
country is forgotten about under the guise of certain ideology. In reality, however, history
happened in the USA and the Roman Catholic Church whether one wishes to teach it or not.
"It has never been easy to be a Roman Catholic. That is the point … or was. One must be
personally responsible and make an effort to be a Roman Catholic. If the Roman Catholic
Church follows ideological practices similar to some of the latest political ideology, the church
will not sustain."
PARISHIONERS' RESPONSES FROM OUR SECOND LISTENING SESSION
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Our second Listening Session was held Saturday afternoon April 23, 2022 before the 4 p.m.
mass. Seventeen parishioners, six Synod Team Members and Deacon Steve Hodson
(Leader) participated. The session was organized in four table groups, each with
Facilitator and Scribe.
All tables answered the primary question: If you had an audience with Pope Francis,
what would you discuss. (You can talk about anything that you'd like.)
Two tables answered the secondary question: A Synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel,
“journeys together”. How is this “journeying together” happening today in our local and
universal Church? What steps does the Holy Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our
“journeying together”?
Table 1
"The Catholic Church should welcome all, a place where everybody is welcome regardless of
background, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age. Holy Name is generally a welcoming
parish, but still not universally welcoming to all. The church should support different family
structures."
"There is a schism in the Catholic Church between those who support Vatican II with the Mass
in English and those who want to go back to a more traditional Latin Mass. Pope Francis should
be applauded for addressing this. He is reaching out to the poor, the marginalized and trying to
heal the schism in the church. He is trying to keep us committed to Vatican II. I am worried that
a return to traditional practices will result in losing parishioners. The people are the Body of
Christ. The liturgy should be accessible to the common man. Young seminarians today are
being taught the older ways. My fear is that the beauty of people worshiping together is being
discarded."
"I would like to ask Pope Francis, “How can we get youth more involved in coming to church?”
At times, we need to make the Mass and church activities geared for kids. There are so many
distractions today. I have a concern for the future of the church because kids are disconnected
from it. Parents are the first teachers. We need to help families connect with the church, help
them prioritize church activities over commitments to sports, dance and other pursuits."
"The Church needs to change. For example, there is a serious shortage of priests. We need to
fill the gap, maybe with more deacons, and get more people involved in the church. We need
to move forward. Vatican II is gone. We can’t go back to it. We need to have a Vatican III,
another gathering of the Universal Church to discuss next steps in order to keep moving
forward in our changing world."
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"I’d like to see the church helping people to become aware of God’s love in our lives, with less
focus on sinfulness and our failings. I would like to see a more welcoming approach, more
inclusivity, women involved in leadership and decision-making positions."
"I would talk with Pope Francis about the shortage of priests and explore possibilities: married
priests and more deacons with an emphasis on attracting younger ones. I also would discuss a
more active role of women in the church. The church should make it easier for divorced
Catholics to get married: The tribunal process is difficult…people are prevented from
joining/participating. It should be more inclusive."
"I would ask Pope Francis to clarify why he has said, “Who am I to judge?” Doesn’t he have to
be the judge for the Universal church?"
All participants at the table encouraged more involvement: Inviting people to join, to help out,
create activities for youth/families and talk to others about all of the good that is going on at
Holy Name.
Table 2
"First I would hug him because he's cute and courageous. I would ask him for his thoughts on
the widening split between those that want a return to Pre-Vatican II and those who endorse
Vatican II."
"Pope Francis is somebody I can relate to and I would tell him how overwhelmed I was when he
became Pope. As a grandmother, I would ask what he advises us as a parish to do to encourage
children to come to church. I don't see many kids coming, and when they do, they leave when
their sacraments are finished. I tried and my own children walked away. One thing I do is have
children draw crosses in the sand. Maybe though children we can get families to come to
church."
"If I had an audience with Pope Francis, I would first pick myself off the floor for being in his
presence. I would tell him about me, what I do for the church, and what I believe. As a woman,
I would like a greater role for women in the church. Growing up, I always wanted to be a
deacon and priest. I don't know why we can't be deacons. Putting women in administrative
roles could free up priests to do more to minister to those in need. "
"People don't understand our liturgy or our faith. It's beautiful and full of meaning. Homily
should also be rooted in scripture and brief. A friend asked me why we Catholics worship the
Virgin Mary. I replied that we don't worship her-we honor her. Since the 1980's, there are
reports of the Blessed Mother's appearance. I would ask the Pope to declare the apparitions
real or not once and for all. These apparitions can be very important in people's lives."
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"I recognize the Pope is growing old and I would ask what guidance he can offer his successor. I
worry about the fissure between those who want to return to the Pre-Vatican II days and those
who want Vatican II fully implemented. I would ask him to have priests focus more on the
happiness our Faith offers than always coming back to the suffering and sorrow. There's magic
in our Faith we don't talk about. We can ask the Holy Spirit for guidance with a problem before
we go to sleep and in the morning, when we awake, He's given us the answer. Why don't we
talk more about things like that and happiness our faith offers?"
"I would ask the Pope to talk to leaders of countries around the world and ask them to promote
more equality, especially among races. There is so much terrible suffering leaders should be
addressing. They should change the game so we can all lead abundant lives. As to race, if we
get cut, we all bleed the same color blood. Jesus came as a poor person who proved himself
and gave us a model of living so we, too, can rise, and teach and live humbly, accepting all,
living the Bible not just talking it, and seeing everyone as equal."
In the general discussion:







"Why can't a deacon anoint someone? A priest isn't always available when a person is
dying, so when isn't a deacon allowed to perform the rite?
"What happened to altar girls? Are girl still allowed to serve?"
"I agree that women should be priests, and what about married priests. Some men
today come into the priesthood as converts already married or after the death of their
spouse. They're good priests."
"When we look at research, we find it's not children that bring people into the Church,
but fathers. Men are really a key to rebuilding the Church."

Table 3
"I'd ask the Pope why women can't be priests or deacons. There is a shortage of both."
"How can we bring young people back to church? My grandson didn't make his confirmation,
having been told by clergy that he could be confirmed when he is ready. I'm also concerned
divorce in the Catholic Church, and I would encourage the Pope to change the rules so divorced
Catholics can be a part of the Catholic Church."
"I'd ask the Pope why Confession is mandatory."
"I would suggest that the Church should allow priests to marry. I also think the rich parishes
should help the poorer ones instead of closing them."
In the open discussion, all at the table:

24







Praised Pope Francis for his work with young people, especially the World Youth Day
program.
Agreed that they like having Baptisms during Mass, Faith Formation, having name tags
so they can greet others, and serving as a part of Mass such as being a Greeter, handing
out bulletins, or being an usher.
Would like to have a Bible Study to really study God's word and grow closer to God.
Believe Pope Francis is greatly concerned with healing, meeting the needs of the poor,
the suffering, and the downtrodden. Pope Francis exemplifies love and mercy.

Some at the table said they talk to God privately when they know they have sinned. Some added that
the Catholic Church is too rigid with rules and regulations.

Table 3 tackled the second question: A Synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel, "journeys
together." How is this "journeying together" happening today in our local and universal
Church?
In a round table discussion, all respondents cited the following of journeying together:



Baptism during Mass, Coffee once a month after mass enabling Socialization, volunteers
assisting with Mass as Greeters, passing out the Programs, Birthday Blessings
Holy Name is reaching out and bringing in different cultures, honoring diversity.

They also would like to have:




Bible Study, Homebound Ministry, and support for a children's ministry to build a bridge
to youth.
Another outside Tag Sale, an International Food Bazaar possibly outside to include the
Churches neighbors.
A youth choir.

In conclusion, everyone at table 3 believes that Father Bert, Deacon Dan and the staff are doing
excellent work and that the Holy Spirit is guiding them. Holy Name of Jesus is making progress,
one step at a time.
Table 4
"I would ask Pope Francis 'What can be the Church’s strategy to see each of us as mind, body,
soul?' We need to be conscious of our souls throughout the week, not just Sunday during mass.
We need to become a true church community: how can we as people BE CHURCH? I need to fill
my spirit and that's done through connection and relationship at Church/ with the Church
community."
"I would talk to the Pope about the lack of priests and celibacy. Some men leave seminary to
marry. A partner can help you become who you are called to be and grow in Christ. And why
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not allow female deacons since married men can serve as deacons? We need to see one
another as Children of God and make sure that everyone feels loved and accepted, including
the LBGTQ community."
"The world has moved from the patriarchal, one-step-from-God religious leader. We need to
move to more of a “Brady Bunch” community, where we all come from different places but
come together. We need to be inclusive. We need to take the word of God, internalize, and
apply it. Regarding the young - if kids see “I’m gonna be judged”, they won’t come. They need a
safe space to ask questions and talk about issues. To reach the younger generation, we need to
utilize social media. Finally, we need to help with any mental issues that have arisen from
COVID-related isolation."
"To Pope Francis- Great Job, Keep fighting!
"I would then ask, "How can we keep the Catholic Church “Universal?” I think we need to allow
mass in multiple languages: national, common local, even Latin. I also would say that we, the
people, need to become Church, but many, Church is a run in, run out thing. If we are told to
love one another, but don’t bother to talk to one another, how can we love? We need to focus
on communication and connection. Lots of people seem reluctant to return post COVID, and
that needs to be addressed. Regarding adult children not staying in the Church, “I bring them
with me even if they aren’t with me physically, they are with me at Mass. I put it in the hands
of God.”
"I would tell the Pope that we, as a Church, have such a long history- and there have been
mistakes and adjustments along the way. We need to continue to grow. We need to share and
embrace our rich traditions. One of the things that bothers me the most about our country
right now is that Christians don’t seem to have the foggiest idea about Christ. Why do people
who claim to be God-fearing Christians spout hate? We cannot be like that. We must be
Universal and LOVE. So many of our Saints were converted by Christ’s love. While some of
them are tales of people we can only hope to emulate, others are just ordinary humans who
are given gifts of extraordinary Grace. I also would tell the Pope if people are gay or engage in
premarital sex, it's none of our business. "Judge not, lest ye yourself be judged.” God doesn’t
make mistakes so let people be themselves. I can’t help but think that Christ knew about
homosexuality and trans people and said nothing about condemning them. Jesus loved all of
the people his culture said not to love. And He supported them and told parables showing that
they were also worthy of the Kingdom of Heaven while hypocritical temple elders might not be.
I also would tell the Pope that we must make sure that anyone who comes through our Church
doors is warmly welcomed. Remember, Mother Mary looks like the people she is Appearing to.
We have that lovely Guadalupe shrine. But can we also have shrines to Our Lady of La Vang
and Kibeho? Or have an image of an Aramaic Lord/Holy Family?"
26

"I definitely agree that married priests seems like a no-brainer since Rabbis and Ministers are
married, as well as Orthodox Priests. There could be a mix of celibate and married priests
assigned for different duties in each region. Finally, I like the idea of female deacons, especially
since we have had female Eucharistic ministers for so long now."

Table 4 also tackled the second question about how “journeying together” is happening today.
"Today, as we sit these tables, this is how we grow together and journey together. Gathering.
Small groups and faith conversations versus sliding in and out of church. We are all called to
connect with Christ. Friends on the same sort of journey can help to pick you up when you are
sick, troubled… The way our Parish recognizes birthdays helps to show that you matter and are
worthy. People at various states of their faith journey may not understand what you are going
through but may be given the words you need to hear by God."
"The deepest experience of being church is reaching out to the least of our brothers. I took
part in a Prison ministry and it was important to my life. It takes courage to find your vocation,
your ministry, and different people are good at different things, but we can all help someone,
somewhere."
"It’s easier to journey with those you have been with. Through tough times. Whose
relationship you value and don’t want to lose. Respect is key. It would be ideal if the basis is
love of Christ."
"Groups with common interests form community/camaraderie – could be music. The Secular
Franciscans fraternity is changing its ministry to match the changing times. 'Where God needs
their hands to be, that’s where they go.' One way to journey together is just finding someone
with a little curiosity and saying “Come and see” -- and that can change their life.
"To journey together, opportunities for socializing in small groups by interest are always
helpful. We need to bring back what we had both immediately before COVID and further back:
Bible study, youth group, crafters, Marian group, community days like the old picnics or more
recent potlucks. More concerts (like the great one we just had! Thanks to Father Bert for
getting that one again!)
WHAT OUR 7TH AND 8TH GRADERS IN FAITH FORMATION WANT TO TELL POPE FRANCIS
"Dear Pope Francis,
27

Do you ever get mad and just snap? I know I have and I feel guilty about it. I want to say sorry
to them but I'm just too scared. When I read about the things you do I'm grateful. I'm grateful
there is someone out there who cares for everyone and that we have such a great leader,
teaching us to be kind to others. In this world I live in I feel like we have so many rude people
so I'm glad there is someone like you."
"Dear Pope Francis,
I have something to tell you. I had a bird named Luna she was a parrot and she is bright green.
I got told by my mom that she died by a cat. I could not help but cry and I have still cried almost
every day at night because how much I loved her. I wanted to know if you could pray with me
for her. She was my bright, she was why I wanted to go to school and say hi."
"Dear Pope Francis,
I have a question for you. What do you do out of church? And my one asking is to bless my
family."
"Dear Pope Francis,
One thing that is on my mind or part of my life is softball. I enjoy playing softball because it
makes me happy and it's a fun hobby. Another thing I enjoy and is part of my life is block
island, Rhode Island. I go there three times a year and going there makes me happy."
And Their Thoughts About The Church
"I love how everyone is there participating and showing the love they have for Jesus"
"I like the church but the one thing I don't like is standing up because my body doesn't last and
standing and sitting repeatedly makes me tired. I love when we do the (Sign of) Peace and we
all hug and it makes me happy because I get to see everyone smile. Sometimes I feel like the
odd one out because of my race and color but know, I feel a part of it now."
"I like that I learn about God. I don't like that Mass is early."
"I love the Church. It makes me happy. I feel like I belong."
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